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A new breed of Indian travellers is looking for offbeat experiences. The concept of ‘home
stay’, an alternative to an impersonal hotel room, is a trend on the upswing

at do you do when

you want 1o veer

off the beaten path?

When all hotel rooms

seerm impersanal

and identical! When
sightseeing is not just the onfy goal but also a
search for a 'different’ experience! For same
travellers, the joumey and the pecple they
meet are as important as the places they visit,
Slerwly, this band of travellers is broadening
the scope of aternate travel accommedations
available i India, As trekking, camping and
general roughng it seerms to be on the nse, so
does the exploration of "home stay' options.

Arwd what exactly is a home stay! When a farmily
decides to open up ther house for puests

who would be paying for their stay — it could
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be classed as a hame stay. Instead of a hote!
staff, guests interact with famity members and,
In fact, share their living space, The experience
Is significanthy different from that of a hotel. \We
talk to some of the early pioneers in the harme
stay business.

Kaapi and peace in Wayanad
Victor Dey and his wife, Ranjini, cpenad up
their bungalow for guests in 2000-01. Used 1o
entertaining frends at their coffee and vanilla
plantation, they were inspired to try their
hands at hospitality. And thus was borm Tranguil
Recorts in Wavanad, Kerala. Such has been
their success that they were given the 'The Best
Home Stay in Kerala' award by the Kerala State
Tourism Department in 2003-04, As Victor
ey reminisces, "We were one of the first
people in the region to open up the plantation

as a home stay accommodation and we ha
been singularly lucky with the guests we ha
received. MNow, faced with falling market ra
of coffee and tea, many plantation cwners i
laaking for an altermate source of incomae, /
indesd, these plantations are lacated in low
areas, with bungalows situated at vantage o
waith beautiful views.”

Talking about the early days, Dey recalls, "V
had just recently renovated cur bungalow

It had an annexe with six rooms which we
decided to convert to guest accommodatio
Olor first visitors were a lovely senior cougl
The experiernce encouraged us to take the
enterprise further and now we have | 2 roc
with puests the year-round.” In his opinicn
harme stay 15 a highly personalised expener
Adamity member s abways at hand to assst
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guests and meals are-a family

Wwho

eand a

expert 24-har raom se
beck and <zl will b disappointed.”
Ward-of-miouth seems to play a big role in
cublicity and now Tranguel Besorts alsa receses

arby metros ke Bangalore and

EUEST frorm ne
Murmbai, apart fram the many fareigners wha
wisit. Talking about the changing trend in the

hospitality trade, Cray

tays, At the beginning,
alrrast 20 per cant of our guests were from
outside Inda. Cher time, Indians are embracing
the comncept, Maost of them are peonle who
have widaly travelled, both in India and abircad,
and are familiar with the concept of a home sy

or a bed and breakfast,”

Address: Tranguil Resart, Aswati Plartations
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“We recerved only four guests in our first year
of operation,” recalls Manoj Kulshreshitha,

ner and proprietor of Snehdeep Tounst
Guest Hause, Jaipur From a modest beginning

with only three rooms in | 794, the guest house

af the first problems they faced. “Somebody

15 i frant of

suggested we falk to auto-wall
Hz

We were completely opposed to this. We

a Mahal but they all wanted a commissian

wanted to offer our guests an authentic Indian
experence, without the touts and the guises
savs Kulshreshtha, Bvertizlly word-ef-mouth

eamed them a place in travel guides to India
popular among |apanese and Halian tourists
S"E'"{_f!:!_'lfl has gdined ar l;_'[‘.-_l:.-'.“UII f!} Ul'll‘lg
reasonably pnced, safe forwormenand 2
geruinge cultural exchange with a welcoming
Irechian family - all these factors added to the
hexme stay's repataton in the international
backpacker community

A budget accormadation, Snehdeep promises
home-caoked meals, 3 rooftop dining ares
authentic advice, wildemess trips near Jaipur
all managed by

famiby members. It s the last quality that, as

and a cress-cultural dialogue

wie have said before, sete apart the home stay

ence, Snehdeep receives international

puests who somebmes stay with the Rmsly

fear rmonths, Sar

ce the estabiishrent s family
run, visdors are welcome o help with the

household choresand in the kitchen

Talking about the changing traved scene in India,

Kulshreshtha says, "It & only in the kst few

wears that we have seen a rise in the number of

Since Snehdeep

S a family-run
establishment,
guests are
welcome to

help with the
household chores
and in the kitchen
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The Makaibari
lea estate invites
VISItors ana
volunteers to
experience the
authentic estate

life by staying with
the emﬁloyees Of
the garden
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Indan guests, Quite & few of them are software
profes: als and young couphes who have
found us on the Internet, They are adventurous
tounsts who want fo move away from the

synthetc atmosphere of the hotels, Hevwever,
puEsts alsa need to realise that since this is not
2 hotel and we da not affer room senvice, thiy
nead to co-operate with us on meal tmes and

closing of the pates”

Address: Snehdeep Tourist Guest House, B
33, Sethi Calony, Mear Transport Nagar, |aipur
Ph: G141 2604570

MORUISEong cuppa

The home stay programme at the Makaiban Tea
Estate, Kurseang, puts s own Unigue spin on
the plantation resort idea. Famaus for its organic
ted, the estate invites visitors and volunteers to
expenence the authentic estate life by staying

n the houses of the estate employess, As the
propreter of the tea estate, 5 K Banneres,

puts it, "The idea came from the forest rangers
They helped arganise the families who wanted
to host the many international students that
come to Makaibar and formed a group called
‘Hum Tera’,"

Mayan Lama, who manages the ‘Hum Tera'
pragramme, recalls, “Even in 1992, we had
rmade an atterngt but that was a fallure; Finathy
we recerived our first visitors m 2000, MNow 26
farmibes have opened up their houses as home
stays. WWe receive many guests from different

pasts of the world, who come to the estate 1o
sy, buy or visit. They want to see the lecal
culture. "“Voluatary Makaban' ensures that they
get a taste of estate lfe by staying in the houses
of lecal tea garden emplovees.”

Most fzrulies in the 'Hurm Tera group have set
aside a separate room for guests. Arrangements
have been made for hot water, clean
accommadations and hygienically prepared lacal
food - a sure way of forgetting the hatel life
Muost guests lend a hand in the tea gardens - tea
mulehing, cleaning, extracting honey and even
looking after the cows. They become a parn

of the family, On the subject of demograshics
Lama remarks, *Cur international guests tend
te stay for longer penods; Indian couples usually
visit for the weekend "

tet the jaurney has not abways been smooth
Since the local people had never been

involved in the hospitalily business, "Hum Tera'
facilitators had 1o orgarse training sessans, The
estate employvaas were instructed an how to
wieicame the guests, talk with them, prepare
food and the rocem and, miost importantly, to
owvercome 1he language barmer. Larma says,
“Initially, the people were very sty But now
they imviie guests 1o have meals, let them help
in the kitchen and teach them how 1o prepare
lecal dishes, Children, especlally, form a great
bond between the guests and loals, They haye
kzarnit English at school and are eager to practice
e19n guests, o
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